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certain of any Property to raise Money on'5; and that " [I] will have a number of them Placed under your Controul." l
The loan failed, for the time being, but, writes Morris to John Marshall, "Mr. Hottenguer2 who first put the thing in motion says it will come on again" and succeed; "if so, your brother will, of course, be ready for Mr. Fairfax." Morris is trying, he says, to raise money from other sources lest that should fail. "I am here distressed exceedingly in money matters," continues the harried and aging speculator "as indeed every body here are but I will immediately make such exertions as are in my power to place funds with your brother and I cannot but hope that his and my exertions will produce the needful in proper time to prevent mischief." 3
A month later Morris again writes John Marshall that he is "extremely anxious & fearing that it [the
1  Robert Morris to James M. Marshall, Dec. 3, 1796; Morris's Private Letter Book; MS., Lib. Cong. By the expression "Washington Lotts" Morris refers to his immense real estate speculations on the site of the proposed National Capital. Morris bought more lots in the newly laid out * Federal City" than all other purchasers put together. Seven thousand two hundred and thirty-four lots stood in his name when the site of Washington was still a primeval forest. (Oberholtzer, 308-12.) Some of these he afterwards transferred to the Marshall brothers, undoubtedly to make good his engagement to furnish the money for the Fairfax deal, which his failure prevented him from advancing entirely in cash.  (For account of Morris's real estate transactions in Washington see La Rochefoucauld, iii, 622-26.)
2  This Hottenguer soon appears again in John Marshall's life as one of Talleyrand's agents who made the corrupt proposals to Marshall, Pinckney, and Gerry, the American Commissioners to France in the famous X.Y.Z. transaction of 1797-98.   (See infra, chaps. VI to VIH.)
3  Robert Morris to John Marshall, Dec. 30,1796; Morris's Private Letter Book; MS., Lib. Cong.